11 July 2024

Lake Rotoiti Community Assn.

Caring for the Community & Environment of Lake Rotoiti
for Everyones Benefit

Setting of Speed Limits 2024 consultation
Submission
Introduction

The Lake Rotoiti Community Association Incorporated, (LRCA), welcomes the opportunity
to make this submission to Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency’s timely review of East
Rotoiti’s speed limits.

Our association is a long standing charitable organisation takes a leading role in
representing a large community of interest in the Lake Rotoiti area. We acknowledge the
ongoing support of local and national bodies in support of the interests and welfare of our
community and the public.

Following the SH30 speed review we were very pleased to see the speeds on our section
of SH30, (11km), along the lakeside and through our community being made safer with
speed limits being brought into line with similar roads around the East and North of
Rotorua, the West of Lake Rotoiti and beside Lake Rotoma.
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As NZ / Aotearoa and the lakes become more populated our roads will become more
crowded and dangerous - Lake Rotoiti is the most fished lake in NZ.

This section of road is known for its high serious accident rate. Since the SH30 speed
review began there have been many serious accidents on this 11km section of road
including 3 involving fatalities, another in which 4 people were seriously injured and one in
which a truck and trailer rolled blocking the road for 16hrs.

It seems ludicrous that it should be subject to a rule which could require a blanket
reversal of the speed reductions introduced. The high accident rate, attached
submissions and safe speed warning signs that existed on the section of road all
indicated that the safer speeds were appropriate.

With the demonstrated public support for the speed reductions for this section of SH30 it
should not be necessary to go through public consultation again - this would certainly not
be efficient use of limited government resources let alone the cost to the community of
repeating the process again.

Overwhelming support was received from both from the community and respected
community organisations such as the Whakatane District Council, the Log Transport
Safety Council, the Ministry of Education, the Automobile Association and Ngati Pikiao,
members of the local Waikohatu, Te Hiukura and Punawhakareia marae - refer to pages 2
and 3 of our submission February 23 attached.

This was reinforced by Whaka Kotahi commenting in their report that the decision came
after favourable submissions for the 60kph speed limit from: Treaty Partners: Ngati Pikiao
Koeke, (70 people attended their hui), Ngati Pikiao and Te Whaekura o Ngati Rongomai
and key Stake Holders: the Ministry of Education, the Log Transport Safety Council, the
Whakatane District Council, the Automobile Association, LRCA and the lake side
community.

Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency Speed Management Programme Lead Andy Burdett
specifically commented that: “thanks the local lakeside communities and mana whenua
for their ongoing support for the State Highway 30 speed review and is pleased to hear
the benefits already being experienced following the implementation of the safer speeds.

The comprehensive feedback provided from the community during public engagement
and consultation was incorporated into the result. Safe speeds really matter and we
appreciate how they can help in creating safe communities. By adopting safe speeds on
this route, we’re making it safer for everyone who uses it”.

Our specific comments on the Governments “Setting Of Speed Limits 2024 -
Consultation Document” follow.

LRCA Email: Irca@rotoiti.co.nz Page 2 of 6


mailto:lrca@rotoiti.co.nz

11 July 2024
LRCA Comments on the Governments

“Setting Of Speed Limits 2024 - Consultation Document”

Key:
Relevant description of Rule in Black
LRCA Comments in Red

The draft Rule gives effect to the Government’s objectives

The draft Rule implements the next step in delivering on the Government’s commitment to
stop and reverse the previous government’s blanket speed limit reductions by replacing
the Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2022 (the 2022 Rule).

The Minister of Transport has signalled the Government’s vision for a land transport
system that boosts productivity and economic growth and allows New Zealanders to get to
where they want to go, quickly and safely. The draft Rule proposes a more balanced
approach to setting speed limits to ensure economic impacts and the views of local
communities and road users are considered alongside safety. It enables a targeted
approach to reducing speed limits that focuses on high crash areas and public
acceptability.

Proposal 1 — require cost benefit analysis for speed limit changes

The cost benefit analysis in semi urban area should include following measures when
passing through communities:

« Shaking of roads/houses from trucks at speed

« Increased noise levels

- Safety and reduced well being, (particularly for young & old), when living an urban style
life close to state highway - eg walking beside, crossing, accessing and exiting.

« Increased risks towing pleasure craft and caravans etc

« Current accident levels - health costs and road closure costs whilst accidents are
cleared and alternative routes are not available.

« Costs and confusion around contradicting road signage - eg speed limit 100kphwhere
recommended cornering speed 45kph next 3km - how does a tourist interpret this
advice?

« Current accident rates and associated costs for section of road

Cost benefit analysis should also include a valuation of the damage caused to roads by
acceleration, deceleration, cornering and higher speeds, associated with lower and higher
speed limits. Especially if the road is used by heavy commercial transport.

To what extent do the above speeds impact the $0.5 billion pothole nightmare the
government currently faces and the widespread road repairs which are continually taking
place which add more to trip time than any reduction in speed limits?
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Proposal 2 — strengthen consultation requirements

Our observation was that the consultation process used to set the safer speed limits for
our section of SH30 was very thorough.

The process involved:
« significant community communication at the beginning of the process
- followed by formal public submissions on existing speeds,
« Public proposals from NZTA as a result of those submissions and NZTA internal and
external reviews and then
« formal public submissions were invited on the proposals.

The only improvement could be more opportunity for organised community groups to meet
directly with NZTA to discuss their submissions.

Repeating this process to reverse speed limits is definitely a waste of money - just refer
back to the consultation which has already taken place. Only consult where the decisions
taken are not backed by the consultation which took place.

Proposal 3 — require variable speed limits outside school gates

Proposal 4 — introduce a Ministerial Speed Objective

It will be important that the ministers objectives/deadlines for implementing speed changes
and reviews allows time for the consultation processes required in Proposal 2. Time
deadlines must allow time or this objective will be in conflict with Proposal 2 - to strengthen
consultation requirements.

Proposal 5 — changes to speed limits classifications

There needs to be an additional classification for a section of state highway going through
an area of urban / recreational or tourist character where open road state highway speed
limits are not appropriate / dangerous. It falls somewhere around “Peri-urban roads” and
“Stopping places” Speed limits between 50 & 80kph should apply.

Proposal 6 - update the Director’s criteria for assessing speed management plans
for certification

Under the draft Rule, RCAs submit their plans to the Director and must confirm they have
met the following criteria:

The following requirement should be added:
« Provided an analysis of accident statistics for the road highlighting sections of the road
which have high accident rates and the speed limits and or other actions designed to
mitigate these high rates.
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Proposal 7 — reverse recent speed limit reductions

Rural State highways

The draft rule proposes to reverse speed limits reduced on rural State highways since 1
January 2020 unless NZTA (as RCA) can demonstrate public support for the lower speed
limit on all or part of the route. If NZTA can demonstrate public support for lower speed
limits on part of the State highway (for example, windy, hilly sections), the lower speed limit
can be retained for that section.

NZTA must undertake new consultation in line with the requirements in proposal 2. As part
of this process, NZTA can present economic and safety analysis to inform the public’s
feedback, but this is not mandatory.

The comments above are contradictory. Where NZTA can demonstrate public support,
(from the previous speed review consultation process), for the lower speed limit on all or
part of a route the lower speed limit should be able to be retained for that section.

It is ridiculous to state that NZTA must undertake an additional new consultation in line with
the requirements of proposal 2 when they can demonstrate based on the original
consultation that there is widespread public support for the lower speed on part or all of a
state highway.

Why would new consultations be required when the previous consultation was conducted
satisfactorily and demonstrated wide public support for a reduction.

Surely this would be creating the very red tape and duplication that the new government is
endeavouring to remove.

As part of this process, NZTA can present economic and safety analysis to inform the
public’s feedback, but this is not mandatory.

If proposal 1 and Cost Benefit Analysis is a fundamental pillar of the new governments
process for reversing, setting and reviewing speed limits, it should be mandatory for NZTA
to present economic and safety analysis to inform the Public’'s understanding when making
their submissions. After all, to meet the requirements of Proposal 1 - Cost Benefit Analysis,
this must be done anyway.

By 1 July 2025, all relevant reduced speed limits must be either re-certified or reversed to
what they were on 31 December 2019, and updated in the National Speed Limit Register.

This timeline is too tight given the new processes which need to be followed, the volume of
work required and the diligence with which it should be executed..

Thank you for your time in reading and considering this submission.
Nga mihi,

Tom Macky - Road Safety - Lake Rotoiti Community Association
Mob 022 606 2259, Email Irca@rotoiti.co.nz
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Marion Dixon - Chairperson - Lake Rotoiti Community Association Emalil
Irca@rotoiti.co.nz

Lake Rotoiti Community Association
Caring for the community & environment of Lake Rotoiti for everyone's benefit.

REGISTERED CHARITY CC11386
Mail Address: PDC Mourea, Rotorua, 3074 Email: Irca@rotoiti.co.nz

Attachments:
LRCA Sh30 Submission April 2021
LRCA Sh30 Submission Feb 2022

LRCA Sh30 Submission Feb 2023

Lake Rotoiti Community Assn.

Caring for the Community & Environment of Lake Rotoiti
for Everyones Benefit
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