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Tom Macky Gmail

From: Bay of Plenty Regional Council <Navik.Dahya=boprc.govt.nz@cmail20.com> on 
behalf of Navik Dahya <Navik.Dahya@boprc.govt.nz>

Sent: Wednesday, 16 October 2019 11:53
To: Sherryn Owen
Subject: Update for lake structure owners #5

 No Images? Click here

Kia ora koutou, 

This update we will cover off where we are at with the replacement consent project, look at 

some of the options for replacing existing erosion protection and retaining walls and we’ll 

answer some frequently asked questions. 

Replacement consent project 

As you can see from the below, nearly all application packs have been sent to consent 

holders and most have returned the necessary forms. 

Info packs sent and returned 
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For those who have a consent that is due to expire by December 2020, and where there are 

no changes to the structure(s), you should have now received and returned your 

application pack. If this is the case your application is currently on hold and there is 

nothing further for you to do at this stage. Please do not make contact if you have 

already received and returned your pack.  

If you haven’t received or returned your application pack within the allocated six weeks 

please contact Regional Council by replying to this email or contacting us on 0800 884 

881 extn 8469.  

We have nearly finished processing consent applications for Lake Rotomā and are 

currently still processing consent applications for Lake Rotorua. This process has taken 

longer than expected as we work closely with the Te Arawa Lakes Trust to address the 

matters raised in the cultural mapping reports. 

Replacement consent costs 

A deposit of $775 (GST inclusive) is required with all resource consent applications. All 

communications beyond the first hour, and officers processing time, is charged at 

$160/hour (GST inclusive). To avoid unnecessary charges we encourage applicants to 

thoroughly read the website prior to making contact. Total costs are unknown until 

consents are actually processed, but applications that do not raise specific issues are not 

expected to exceed $1500 per application.  

Cultural mapping reports 
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Cultural effects are considered as part of the Assessment of Environmental Effects 

component of any resource consent application. As part of this streamlined approach to 

replacing consents for lake structures on the Te Arawa Rotorua Lakes, the Te Arawa Lakes 

Trust (TALT) are preparing cultural mapping reports for each of the lakes. 

TALT have been coordinating this cultural mapping project on behalf of dozens of hapū 

groups, lake by lake, who affiliate to these lakes to understand any potential cultural 

effects. The reports look at the cultural values, interests and associations with an area or a 

resource held by those hapū groups and the impacts of activities (in this case lake 

structures) on these. 

Through this process TALT have been able to identify areas of historical significance 

including urupa, pā, papakāinga (villages), battle sites, ceremonial areas, mara kai 

(cultivation sites ie kūmara pits, tau koura), traditional waka mooring and launching 

areas, bathing pools and puna (springs). Naturally, they want these areas recognised 

and/or protected.  

Community meetings about cultural reports  

We have now received the final cultural mapping reports for lakes Tarawera and Ōkāreka 

and the final for Lake Rotoiti is scheduled for completion by the end of this month. To talk 

through what the completed reports mean information evenings for Lakes Tarawera and 

Ōkāreka are currently being organised. 

 

If you have any questions you would like answered or if anything is unclear please let us 

know by replying to this email or call 0800 884 881 ext. 8469.  

Don’t forget about the Dabchick 
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Photo credit: Stefan Marks.  

Rarer that the North Island brown kiwi, the New Zealand dabchick is endemic to this 

country meaning it is found nowhere else in the world. Because dabchicks spend their 

whole lives in or on the water, they are very vulnerable to human activity and even the loss 

of small numbers can have a large impact on the population. Please keep an eye out for 

these and please remember that no maintenance should be carried out on your structure 

between September and December.    

Resource consent and landowner permission   

We’ve had some feedback from some lake structure owners that they thought a resource 

consent from the Regional Council was also land owner permission. A resource consent is 

issued under the Resource Management Act and regional plans and it only manages 

cultural and environmental effects. Approval from the land owner is a separate process 

and needs to be sought from the appropriate land owner. However BOPRC are co-

ordinating this process with the relevant landowners. 

Retaining and erosion protection walls 

Throughout this process we’ve been encouraging those with existing unconsented 

retaining and erosion protection walls to also apply for consent for these structures. This 

would enable landowners to piggyback off the work happening in the background to 

understand the effect of these structures on the environment and save money in the long 
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run. 

Soft verse hard structures 

Some lake edges in the Rotorua Te Arawa Lakes area are eroding, or existing retaining and 

erosion protection walls failing. We’ve had a number of queries about when this means for 

parties with an interest in these structures who wish to upgrade the structure. 

The diagram above shows a retaining wall that was installed prior to the Te Arawa Lakes 

settlement on 24 October 2006 and three potential replacement options, and whether a 

resource consent or TALT/LINZ lease is required. 

Option number four shows a habitat wall, a more natural option proven to better 

withstand the weather. This option is favoured by landowners (TALT and LINZ), DoC and 

Regional Council as it provides a habitat for native fish species such as Koura. 

As landowners TALT and LINZ have agreed that a lease would still be required for 

occupying the land (lake bed and water stratum) they administer but there wouldn’t be an 

annual charge. 
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Fixing up your structure for summer 

If you are looking for a qualified person to assist you in maintaining your structure please 

click here. 

Remember, no maintenance can be carried out between September to December without 

first getting approval from the appropriate authority (Regional Council and Department of 

Conservation). This is so indigenous fish species such as Koura are protected during 

breeding (egg and juvenile bearing) and the dab chick breeding season. 

To get approval from the Bay of Plenty Regional Council, consent holders must notify the 

Bay of Plenty Regional Council via the email address notify@boprc.govt.nz and give no 

less than five working days’ notice. Notification should include details of who is to be 

responsible for site management and compliance with consent conditions. 

If you have any questions you would like answered or if anything is unclear please let us 

know by replying to this email or give our lake structure administration assistant a call on 

0800 884 881 extn 7501.  

Rotorua's lakes are precious taonga and we want to keep their natural 
beauty as intact as possible. Remember it’s a privilege to be allowed to have a structure 

on land and/or a waterbody not owned by you. 

For more information on lake structures and the 
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replacement consent process please visit 
www.boprc.govt.nz/lakestructure 

  

 

  

Bay of Plenty Regional Council 
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